August 24.]
Entails and peerages.
supposed, engaged with her young family. There is a bow-window fronting the sea. Dr. Johnson repeated the ode, Jam. satis tarris\ while Mr. Boyd was with his patients. He spoke well in favour of entails2, to preserve lines of men whom mankind are accustomed to reverence. His opinion was that so much land should be entailed as that families should never fall into contempt, and as much left free as to give them all the advantages of property in case of any emergency. ' If (said he) the nobility are suffered to sink into indigence3, they of course become corrupt; they are ready to do whatever the king chooses; therefore it is fit they should be kept from becoming poor, unless it is fixed that when they fall below a certain standard of wealth they shall lose their peerages4. We know the House of Peers have made noble stands, when the House of Commons durst not. The two last years of parliament they dare not contradict the populace5.'
This room is ornamented with a number of fine prints, and with a whole length picture of Lord Errol, by Sir Joshua Reynolds. This led Dr. Johnson and me to talk of our amiable and elegant friend, whose panegyrick he concluded by saying,' Sir Joshua Reynolds, Sir, is the most invulnerable man I know; the man with whom if you should quarrel, you would find the most difficulty how to abuse8.'
1 Horace.    Odes, i. 2.
5  See ante, ii. 490,
3 Perhaps the poverty of their host led to this talk. Sir Walter Scott wrote in 1814:—' Imprudence, or ill-fortune as fatal as the sands of Belhelvie [shifting sands that had swallowed up a whole parish], has swallowed up the estate of Errol, excepting this dreary mansion-house and a farm or two adjoining.' Lockhart's Scott, cd. 1839, iv. 187.
* See ante, ii. 482, note 2.
6  Since the accession of George I. only one parliament had had so few as five sessions, and it was dissolved before its time by his death. One had six sessions, six seven sessions, (including the one that was now sitting,) and one eight.   There was therefore so little dread of a sudden dissolution that for five years of each parliament the members durst contradict the populace.
0 To Miss Burncy Johnson once said :—' Sir Joshua Reynolds pos-
Dr. Johnson                                                            was' ;*                              It gave me pleasure to see him, a steady branch of the family,
